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First Section 

The first section links to posts that also appear in The Writer’s Lexicon, Vol I and Vol II, 
which contain more complete versions. Page numbers are based on the print editions. 

 

Writing Rules Examined  ..........................  Vol II, P 5 
 
Dialogue Often Ignores the Rules  ..........  Vol II, P 11 
 
Overused Words and Phrases  ................  Vol I, P 5 
Overused Words and Phrases  .............  Vol II, P 21 
Afraid  .....................................................  Vol II, P 22 
Angry  ......................................................  Vol II, P 32 
Bad  .........................................................  Vol II, P 41 
Beautiful  .....................................................  Vol I, P 9 
Because  ...................................................  Vol II, P 51 
Big  ............................................................  Vol I, P 17 
Blush .......................................................  Vol II, P 59 
Bring  .........................................................  Vol I, P 24 
But  ..........................................................  Vol II, P 67 
Clear the Throat  ........................................  Vol I, P 29 
Clenched Fists  ........................................  Vol II, P 75 
Common Pitfalls  .........................................  Vol I, P 7 
Cried  .........................................................  Vol I, P 35 
Frown or Scowl  ........................................  Vol I, P 44 
Get  ..........................................................  Vol II, P 83 
Good  .......................................................  Vol II, P 91 
Great or Awesome  ....................................  Vol I, P 53 
Heart Pounded  ..........................................  Vol I, P 57 
Itchy  ........................................................  Vol II, P 99 
Laughed or Smiled  ...................................  Vol I, P 62 
Like Similes  ..........................................  Vol II, P 106 
Little  .........................................................  Vol I, P 70 
Look  .........................................................  Vol I, P 78 
Look Like  .................................................  Vol I, P 81 
Nauseated  .................................................  Vol I, P 85 
Nice  ......................................................  Vol II, P 114 
Nodded  .....................................................  Vol I, P 92 
Noisy or Loud  ...........................................  Vol I, P 97 
Pout .......................................................  Vol II, P 122 
Put .........................................................  Vol II, P 130 
Really + Verb Phrases  ..........................  Vol II, P 140 
Sad  ........................................................  Vol II, P 148 
Said  .........................................................  Vol I, P 103 
Sat  ...........................................................  Vol I, P 110 
Sexy  ......................................................  Vol II, P 156 
Shake the Head  .......................................  Vol I, P 116 
Shrug  ......................................................  Vol I, P 124 
Sigh .........................................................  Vol I, P 132 
Sigh of Relief  .......................................  Vol II, P 163 
Think  ......................................................  Vol I, P 140 

Turn  ........................................................  Vol I, P 145 
Use  ........................................................  Vol II, P 170 
Very  .......................................................  Vol I, P 152 
Went  .......................................................  Vol I, P 161 
Wink ......................................................  Vol II, P 178 
 
Overused Punctuation  .........................  Vol I, P 167 
Overused Punctuation  .......................  Vol II, P 187 
Contractions  ..........................................  Vol II, P 188 
Ellipses … Bane or Blessing?  ................  Vol I, P 168 
Em Dash Abuse—It Ain’t Pretty  ...........  Vol I, P 174 
Exclamation Points! Plague or Pleasure?  Vol I, P 181 
 
Taboos  ...................................................  Vol I, P 189 
Taboos  .................................................  Vol II, P 197 
Absolute Adjectives  ...............................  Vol I, P 190 
Action-Beat Abuse  ................................  Vol II, P 198 
Adverb Abuse  .......................................  Vol II, P 205 
Alright  ...................................................  Vol II, P 217 
Ambiguous Verbs  .................................  Vol II, P 224 
Crutch Words  ........................................  Vol II, P 232 
Cursing  ...................................................  Vol I, P 196 
Feel ........................................................  Vol II, P 240 
Filter Words  ..........................................  Vol II, P 249 
Have  .......................................................  Vol I, P 205 
I in First-Person Narrative  .....................  Vol I, P 212 
Reader Confusion Part I  ........................  Vol II, P 256 
Reader Confusion Part II  ......................  Vol II, P 265 
Redundancies  .........................................  Vol I, P 216 
Rolling the Eyes  .....................................  Vol I, P 232 
Stacked Modifiers  .................................  Vol II, P 273 
To Be ......................................................  Vol I, P 237 
Typos and Errors  ...................................  Vol II, P 282 
Word Bloat  ............................................  Vol II, P 288 
 
Sensory Words  .....................................  Vol I, P 243 
Hearing: Onomatopoeic Sound Words  ..  Vol I, P 244 
Sight: Color Words  ................................  Vol I, P 250 
Smell: Scent Words ................................  Vol I, P 263 
Taste Words  ...........................................  Vol I, P 268 
Touch: Temperature Words  ...................  Vol I, P 273 
Touch: Texture Words  ...........................  Vol I, P 288 
 
The Environment  .................................  Vol I, P 295 
Water Words  ..........................................  Vol I, P 296 
Wind Words  ...........................................  Vol I, P 302 
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More Word Lists 
Basically and Essentially 
Confused 
Disappointed 
Embarrassed 
Excited 
Fast 
Fire 
Gasp 
Gender-Neutral Terms 
Happy 
Hate 
Interesting 
Just 
Love 
Make 
Moods 
Old 
Opinion Adjectives 

Overwhelmed 
Really + Adjective Phrases 
Short 
Slow 
Smart 
Snow Part 1 
Snow Part 2 
Sun Part 1 
Sun Part 2 
Surprised 
Take 
Tall 
That 
Ugly 
Villains 
Wide Eyes 
Young 
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The Body 

More extensive details are available in The Writer’s Body Lexicon. 
 

Facial Expressions 
Frowns 
Smiles 
Ways to Exploit Facial Expressions 
 
Body Parts 
Abdomen and Waist Area 
Arms 
Backs 
Beards 
Buttocks 
Chests and Breasts 
Chins 
Ears 
Elbows 
Eyebrows 
Eyes 
Faces 
Feet 

Fingers 
Hair 
Hands 
Knees 
Knuckles 
Legs 
Lips and Mouths 
Mustaches 
Necks 
Noses 
Shoulders 
Skin 
Teeth 
Toes 
Voices 
 
Miscellaneous 
Breath and Breathing 
Body Build and Physique 
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Author Interviews 
John Bryant 
Michael Donoghue 
M.K. French 
Alexandra Hunter 

A.L. Kaplan 
Kip McKnight 
Michael Siciliano 
Donna Milward 
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Books and Book Reviews 
East Beach Ron Ely 
Night Shadows Ron Ely 
 

Reading Order 

The Dark Tower Series Stephen King 
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Editor Gripes 
Editor Gripe #1 
Editor Gripe #2 
Editor Gripe #3 
Editor Gripe #4 

Editor Gripe #5 
Editor Gripe #6 
Editor Gripe #7 
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Grammar, Tips, and Information 
7 Ways to Beat Writer’s Procrastination 
Advice from 11 Authors of the Classics 
Are You Confused by “It’s” and “Its”? 
Are You Tossing Away Potential Book Income? 
Art of Description Part 1 
Art of Description Part 2 
Art of Description Part 3 
Be Brave: Experimental Writing Ahead 
Dos and Don’ts of Figurative Language 
Easily Confused Words Part 1 
Easily Confused Words Part 2 
Effect or Affect? Which Word Should You Use? 
Emojis in Serious Writing: Yes or No? 
Flash Fiction Tips 
Fluids Can Boost Creativity and Improve Cognition 
Grammar Goofs (Part One) 
Grammar Goofs (Part Two) 
How Should Writers Handle Rejection? 
How to Create a Title for Your Book 
How to Drive Your Agent, Editor, Readers Batty 
How to Increase Productivity and Perseverance 
How to Lower Word Count (Master List) 
How to Remember Ideas that Occur as You Fall Asleep 
How to Research What No One Knows 
Is the Assault on Adverbs Justified? 
Lessons Learned About Writing by Reading 
Listicles: Another Way to Exercise Writing Creativity 

Move Your Story Along: Right or Wrong? 
Muscle Up with These Tips 
Reading a Bad Novel Can Help You Write Better 
Reasons to Take a Children’s Writing Workshop 
Searching for New Writing Markets? 
Should Writers Avoid Passive Voice? 
Should Writers Ever Switch Point of View (POV)? 
Single or Double Quotes? Trunk or Boot? 
Stack the Odds When Submitting To Literary Journals 
“That” or “Who”? Which Word is Correct? 
Three Surefire Ways to Get Your Name in Print 
Tips for Remembering Story Ideas 
To Kill or Not to Kill Characters 
Trying to Find Ideas for Your Plot? 
What Do Americans Have Against the Letter “U”? 
What is a Prose Poem? 
What Writers Can Learn from Ron Ely’s Books 
Why Should You Critique Other Writers’ Work? 
Writer’s Block? Try These Tips 
Writing as Exercise: How Writers Can Stay Motivated 
Writing Rules: Should You Break Them? (1-6) 
Writing Rules: Should You Break Them? (7-10) 
Writing Rules: Should You Break Them? (11-14) 
Writing Rules: Should You Break Them? (15-18) 
Writing Rules: Should You Break Them? (19-22) 
Writing Rules: Should You Break Them? (23-26) 
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Internet and Social Media 
5 Easy Steps to Make Friends With Other Writers 
8 Online Tools 
Bluesky Social Tips #1 
Bluesky Social Tips #2 
Book Promotion Blunders 
Dozens of Facebook Promotion Groups 
Facebook and Twitter Shortcuts 
How to Claim Your Google Knowledge Panel 
How to Protect Your Social Media from Hackers 
How to Report DMCA Violations by Book Pirates 
How to Spot Fake Book Promoters, Publishers, Agents 

It’s Not All About You. It’s About Your Readers 
Link-Sharing Tips for Writers 
Should Writers Publish Newsletters? 
Tips for Launching and Promoting Your Books 
Ways for Writers to Get More out of Google 
Ways to Lose Facebook Friends and Followers 
When Facebook AI Runs Awry, Oh My! 
Writers’ Blog-ebration: Post a Blog or Find a Blog 
Yea or Nay: Is Podcasting Practical for Writers? 
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Reader Gripes 
Are You Guilty of This No-No? 
Reader Gripe #1 
Reader Gripe #2 
Reader Gripe #3 
Reader Gripe #4 
Reader Gripe #5 
Reader Gripe #6 
Reader Gripe #7 
 

Reader Gripe #8 
Reader Gripe #9 
Reader Gripe #9a 
Reader Gripe #10 
Reader Gripe #11 
Reader Gripe #12 
Reader Gripe #13 
Why do Readers Deduct Stars from Reviews? 
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Short Fiction and Poetry 
A Moose’s Tale Kathy Steinemann 
Accidental Allies Kathy Steinemann 
Again Kathy Steinemann 
Atrocity Kathy Steinemann 
Attention All Cats Donna Milward 
Auld Lang Syne Kathy Steinemann 
Baby Talk Katie Stephens 
Bite-Sized Pieces of Fiction Kathy Steinemann 
Brilliant Beacon Kathy Steinemann 
Dirty Kathy Steinemann 
Double Entendre Kathy Steinemann 
Dream Hunter John Bryant 
Dreamcatcher Kathy Steinemann 
Drowning in Guilt Kathy Steinemann 
Fifteen Steps R.L. Black 
Fire Escape Kathy Steinemann 
Fleurs-de-Vie Kathy Steinemann 
Font John Bryant 
Foreordained Kathy Steinemann 
Fourteen Kathy Steinemann 
Free Winter Stories Multiple Authors 
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